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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

——
O 1000
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GINGREY) at 10 a.m.

PRAYER

The Reverend W. Don Young, Senior
Pastor, Heartland Worship Center, Pa-
ducah, Kentucky, offered the following
prayer:

My Lord God in heaven, the leaders
of this Nation pause every day to ac-
knowledge Your grace, Your mercy,
and most of all Your blessings. They
acknowledge by this exercise that this
Nation was built on your principles.

And Father God, it appears that we
are the players that will determine the
destiny of this beloved United States of
America. Good people all over the
world believe we are standing on a
precipice at this moment in history.

Either America renews her relation-
ship with You, or we continue our
moral free fall, which, sadly to say,
will ultimately mean our demise. We,
the pastors, political leaders, we just
cannot allow that to happen. So God
help us to guide this great people in
such a way that You can bless America
again.

Please help us to honor You and You
alone with the decisions that will be
made today and in future sessions. It is
in my Lord’s name that I ask these
things. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CARNAHAN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CARNAHAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNIZING PASTER W. DON
YOUNG

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank Pastor Don Young of the
Heartland Worship Center in Paducah,
Kentucky, for leading today’s opening
prayer.

Pastor Young was born and raised in
Childress, Texas, and following his
graduation from Baptist Bible College
in Springfield, Missouri, he became the
founding pastor of the Bible Baptist
Church in Paducah, Kentucky, where
he ministered to the needs of the
founding 29 members of that church.

Pastor Young has been there now for
45 years, and the church has 3,000 mem-
bers and is now known as the Heart-
land Worship Center. Average Sunday
attendance is 1,700, largely because of
Pastor Young’s unique preaching style
and the programs he has initiated to
meet the spiritual needs of people from
all walks of life.

Heartland’s vision statement is: In-
fluencing people to come, instructing
people to grow, inspiring people to go.

Under Pastor Young’s leadership, the
center supports 29 missionaries in for-
eign countries and the United States,
assists the members of the congrega-
tion with counseling needs, supports
the mission projects endorsed by the
Southern Baptist Convention, helps
with the spiritual and moral develop-
ment of our youth, and honors our men
and women in uniform as they prepare
for deployment overseas.

Heartland Worship Center is blessed
to have such a dedicated servant whose
compassion and faith have guided him
throughout his entire life.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me
in welcoming Pastor Young and thank-
ing him for today’s prayer.

————

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION NEEDS
HELP

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
you remember the old Peanuts cartoon
strip, and the booth with the sign on it
that said, ‘““The doctor is in’’? Well, too
many times these days nobody is in at
the doctor’s office, and we are not cur-
rently improving the situation.

Many doctors are being forced to
shut their doors and leave the practice
of medicine due to skyrocketing insur-
ance premiums. In addition, medical
schools are seeing fewer young people
apply, not as many people interested in
becoming doctors.

This week we will be talking a lot
about problems and solutions to the
challenges we face in health care, and a
few questions we must answer are:
Where will our doctors come from?
What can we do to increase the number
and maintain the quality of those
wanting careers in medicine?

Skyrocketing medical school costs
raise critical questions. Is the cost of
medical schools preventing some of our
best and brightest from choosing to be-
come a doctor? How will this affect the
quality of care for all patients?
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Mr. Speaker, patient choice is about
being able to choose the doctor that is
right for you. If bright young people
are not going into medicine, we all
lose. Let us work to improve our sys-
tem so patients will be able to have the
right to choose the doctor that is best
for them.

——
CAFTA IS BAD FOR AMERICA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the
North American Free Trade Agreement
caused 5.6 million well-paying jobs to
leave the United States. If they were
replaced at all, they were replaced by
insecure, low-wage employment paying
77 percent less.

CAFTA, modeled after the North
American Free Trade Agreement, will
hurt workers in the United States and
Central America. Under CAFTA work-
ers are much more likely to lose their
jobs than find better ones, especially if
they work in U.S. manufacturing or
Central American agriculture, small
business or government.

U.S. workers will have to compete in
a race to the bottom with sweatshop
wages and low standards in Central
America reinforced by the weak labor
provisions in CAFTA. Provisions that
will stay in effect are those like those
in El Salvador where they fail to pro-
vide for reinstatement of workers fired
because of antiunion discrimination; as
in Guatemala, where the labor code
mandates that unions obtain permis-
sion from the labor unions to strike; as
in Honduras, where the law prohibits
the formation of more than one trade
union in a single enterprise.

CAFTA will result in lower wages for
the people in this country. It will re-
sult in the loss of jobs in this country,
and it should be defeated.

———————

REEXAMINE THE BRAC PROCESS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I have some
concerns with the base closure process
currently taking place. Under the rec-
ommendations, Ellington Field in
Houston, Texas, is scheduled to lose all
of the F-16s and the 147th Fighter
Wing. This would endanger the ability
to protect southeast Texas.

The base closure criteria is based
upon military and strategic impor-
tance, but it also needs to factor in
homeland security risk assessments as
well. The F-16s at Ellington Field pro-
tect Houston, the fourth largest city in
the United States.

The city has two major airports. It
has the largest medical center in the
United States. It is, of course, the
home of NASA. It has the Port of Hous-
ton, the second largest port in the
United States, and two additional
ports, Port Arthur and the Port of
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